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When they came together on that date, they were again adjourned by the King's order until March 2d> On March 2d they met again and urged the Speaker to put the question ; but he informed them that he had an order from Mis Majesty to adjourn until March loth, and put no question, lie then attempted to leave the chair, when two members, Dentil IIol-lis and William Strode, foreseeing a dissolution, dragged him back, swearing ** Bv (rod's wounds, he should stay there as long as the House: chose !" Sir Thomas Esmond and his friends strove to rescue the Speaker. Other members drew their swords, and amid tears, groans, imprecations, and shouts, Sir Michael Ilobart locked the door. In the midst of this scene of violence a protestation was read in the House, which denounced as public enemies (i) anyone who should bring Popery or Arminianism into the Church ; (2) anyone who should counsel or advise the levying of tonnage or poundage without consent of Parliament ; and (3) anyone who should pay the same if levied. '
On March 10, ifco, the King dissolved the Parliament, and eleven years elapsed before another sat in England."
1 Kushworth, vol. i,,p. u6o,
IJ The speech of (!hurles on this dissolution is worthy of attention ;
14 My Lords," lit! said, when both Houses hud gathered before him, "I never came here upon so unpleasant an occasion, it being the dissolution of a Parliament j therefore wen may have .some cause to wonder, why I should not rather choose to do this by commission, it bring a general maxim of Kings to leave harsh commands to their ministers, themselves only executing pleasant things. Yet. considering that justice as well consists in reward and praise of virtue, as punishing of vice, f thought it necessary to come here to-day, and to declare; to yon and all the world, that it was only the undutiful and seditious carriage in the lower House, that hath made the dissolution in this Parliament ; and you, my Lords, are so far from being any causers of it, that I take, as much comfort in your dutiful demeanor, as I am justly distasted with their proeredings ; yet to avoid their mistaking*, let me tellyou, that it is so fat from me to adjudge all the House alike guilty, that 1 know that there arc many there as dutiful subjects as any in the world, it being but some few vipers among them that did cast their mist of undutifulness over most of their eyes. Yet to say truth, there was si good number there, that could not be infected with this contagion, insomuch, that some did express their duties in speaking, which was the general fault of the House: the last day. To conclude, as those vipers must look for their reward of punishment, so you, my Lords, must justly expect from me that favour and protection, that a good Kingowcth to his loving and faithful nobility."